IV
THE GROWING PAINS OF LIBERALISM
LET us return for a moment and consider those who were
exiled by Ferdinand VIL
One of the disadvantages of exiling political opponents
is that they may come into contact with people whose
opinions are not dissimilar from their own, and who may
be far more advanced politically. The Liberals exiled by
Ferdinand from Spain went to France and to England, where
they came into contact with more advanced civilizations
and more experienced politicians and statesmen. They saw
before their eyes better governed peoples, and they could
only long to put into practice in their own country such
principles of freedom as they witnessed abroad* In Spain
itself a bitter struggle proceeded, in which both parties were
obdurate, until the end of Ferdinand VTL's reign in 1832
saw, with the accession of Isabella II., the initiation of a less
rigorous regime. This was the period of Sorrow's Bitte
in Spain, of Gautier's Voyage en Espagne, and of Richard
Ford's famous Handbook, to which works the reader is
referred for picturesque and, on the whole, accurate accounts
of the state of the country and people.
At all times there seems to have been political tension,
while the life of the average Spaniard continued its hap-
hazard course. There were frequent revolutions, in which
either the Army or the Navy, with the Church behind them,
played the part of reactionaries and absolutists, and in